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a series of parables, seven in all, having to do with
"the kingdom of heaven". That the kingdom Jesus
is speaking of is the Christian Church is evident ( vs.
34-35). The central teaching is that the Church
visible will include both the true church and the pro
fessing church. Thus we can not expect a perfectly
pure church in this dispensation. Let us make sure
each one that we have truly received Christ into our
hearts and lives. Let us not be satisfied with any
counterfeit Christianity!

OUTLINE OF BIBLE PROPHECY (Continued)
(PART II)
3A. PROPHECY CONCERNING THE CHURCH. The Old
Testament, for the most part, is silent regarding the
New Testament Church. The Hebrew prophets were
nationalistic and their prophecies concerned the nation of
Israel. For purposes of His own God did not disclose
to the Old Testament prophets His plan regarding the
Christian Church. Paul expressly declares that this was
a divine mystery, the revelation of which was reserved
until the New Testament dispensation was ushered in
( Eph. 3 : 1-13).
When the Jewish nation officially rejected Jesus Christ,
the Gospel was preached to all men and out of the Gentile
nations God began to gather a people for His Name (Acts
15 : 14) . During this Church era, which is almost entirely
Gentile in character, God is not dealing with the Jewish
nation except in chastisement. As we have already studied.
the most severe time of punishment for Israel is still future.
Following that time ·of tribulation God will again begin
to deal with the Jew as a nation, and will then fulfill His
ancient promises to His chosen people.
We must look, therefore, to the New Testament for light
on the Church regarding its origin, its development and its
destiny. One of the amazing and startling facts of this
20th century is the way the contemporary church is ful
filling prophecies regarding the Church of the end time.

2B. Our Lord's Sketch of Church History in Rev. 2-3.
Many of us believe that in the seven letters given by
Christ to the seven Churches named in Rev. 2-3 we
have the inspired outline of church history from the
inauguration of the church to the end of this dispensa
tion.

1C.Evidences that support the historical-sketch view
of Rev. 2-3.
1D. There are seven churches addressed. The
number seven is symbolic of completeness
and is used over and over again in the book
of Revelation. The fact that only seven
of the churches in Asia Minor are selected
gives rise to the belief that that number is
symbolic of the entire scope of the church
age.

2D. The key verse of the book ( 1: 19) indicates
that the book deals with three lines of truth:
1E. "The things which thou hast seen."
These things are evidently the things
John records in chapter one.
2E. "The things which are." These things
have to do with the situation in the

1B. Our Lord's Analysis of the General Character of the
Church (Matt. 13). This chapter is one of the most
significant in all the Gospels regarding the character
of the Christian Church. The chapter consists of
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angels and martyrs, the veneration of relics and
the worship of Mary all entered the Church dur

Church period and are given in chapters
two and three.

ing these centuries.

3E. " The things which shall be hereafter."

6C. The Sardis Church Period (3:1-6). This period
extends from A.D. 1500 to 1700, and is char
acterized by deadness and inertia. It is a fact
well-known that following the Protestant Re
formation there was very little interest in mis
sions. This was due to constant conflict between
Protestants and Catholics.
7C. The Philadelphian Church Period (3:7-13).
This period extends from A .D. 1700 to the
present time, and is characterized by missionary
expansion. The 19th century is known as the
great century in Protestant Missions. The
impetus of the last century is still moving the
Church today.

Thus chapters four to the end of the
book deal with the events that take place
"hereafter", i.e., after the Church has
been taken out of the world.
3D. The word "church" is no longer used in the
book following chapter three. This silence
is most significant.
4D. The entire book is symbolic. It would be
strange therefore, if chapters two and three
differed radically from the general scheme
of the book.
2C. The Ephesian Church Period. (Rev. 2:1-7).
This period ( if indeed Rev. 2-3 do give an
historical sketch of the Church) includes the year
A.D. 30-100, and is characterized by purity of
faith yet cooling devotion.
3C. The Smyrnan Church Period (2:8--1 l). This
period extends from A.D. 100 to 300, and is
characterized by persecution. The church has
never suffered more severely than during these

8C. The Laodicean Church Period (3 :l4-22). This
period extends from A.D. 1900 to the present
time, and is characterized by modernism and in
difference to Jesus Christ. Modernism originated
in Germany in the 18th century and by the end
of the 19th century had made great inroads
in the Protestant Church around the world. Since
1900 modernism has taken the place of leader
ship in the Protestant Church.
The above sketch of church history not only
gives the distinctive character of each church
mentioned in Rev. 2-3, but is also an accurate
description of the church from actual history·
the coincidence is remarkable.

two centuries.

4C. The Pergamos Church Period 2: 12-17). This
period extends from A.D. 300 to 600, and is
characterized by compromise and worldliness.
Much of the paganism in the Roman Catholic
religion entered during this period.

5C. The Thyatira Church Period (2:18--29). This
period extends from A.D. 600-1500, and is
characterized by doctrinal impurity and idolatry.
The use of images in worship, the worship of
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3C. The Time of the Rapture. As has been indicat
ed earnest Bible students differ as to the time
of the Rapture. Some students of the Word
believe that the Rapture takes place after the
tribulation period; others of us think that the
Rapture will take place before the tribulation.
The interested student may refer to excellent
books written on the side of the post-tribulation
rapturists ; in this outline some of the arguments
for the pre-tribulation rapture theory are given.

word used in I Thes. 4: 17. By "rapture" then is
meant the catching up of the church from earth to
heaven to meet the Lord in the clouds.
1C. The fact of the Rapture. Some Bible students
differ as to the time of the Rapture but all be
lievers of the Bible agree as to the fact of the
Rapture. The Scripture is very clear in its teach
ing of the rapture of the true Church ( I Thess.
4:13-18).
2C. The Manner of the Rapture. A study of the
passages dealing with this event reveals the fol
lowing facts :

1D. The Typology of the Bible. Throughout
the Bible it seems as if God carefully avoids
inflicting punishments on His people which
are intended for the wicked. Noah and his
family were spared from the horrors of the
flood (Gen. 7). Israel in Egypt were
spared from the consequences of the plagues
( Ex. 7-11 ) . Righteous Lot escaped the destruction of Sodom ( Gen. 19).

1D. The rapture will be sudden (Matt. 24 :3644).
2D. The rapture will be instantaneous (I Cor.
15:51-52).
3D. The rapture will be mutual (I Thess. 4: 1517). It will include all the righteous dead
of all the ages together with all the believers
living at the time the rapture takes place.

2D. The Purpose of the Tribulation. It is most
unlikely that God would allow His Church
to undergo tribulation specifically designed

4D. The rapture will be secret (I Thess. 4: 17).
This astounding event will not be witnessed
by the world. The Church will meet her
Lord in the clouds veiled from unbelievers'
eyes.

to punish a disobedient Israel and an unbe
lieving world. It is in keeping with His past
record to deliver the righteous from retribution visited on the wicked!
3D. The Promises of the Word. These promises
give us hopethat the Church will not go
through the tribulation (Luke 21 :36; Rev.
3: 10). The last passage Rev. 3: 10, is
especially relevant if the letter to the Phila
delphian church refers to the church of the
end times.

5D. The rapture will be transforming (I Cor.
15: 51-52). At the rapture all those resur
rected and all living believers will receive
their resurrection bodies ( I John 3 :2).
6D. The rapture will be permanent (I Thess.
4: 17). Christ's people will be with Him
forever.
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Before the Tribulation. If the usually ac
cepted interpretation of II Thess. 2: l-12
is correct then the Rapture must precede
the Tribulation. The great apostacy of v.3
cannot take place while the true Church
is in the world, and the man of sin cannot
be revealed until after the apostacy.

4D. The Distinction between the Rapture and
the Return of Christ. When Christ comes
back to the earth He evidently comes with
His Church ( I Thess. 3 : 13). The question
is-When did the Church ascend to be
with Christ so that it could come back with
Him? Clearly the Rapture precedes the
Return.

8D. The Plan of the Book of the Revelation.
If Rev. 1: 19 gives the plan of the book, and
if Rev. 2-3 give an outline of the Church
age, then the word "hereafter" in 1: 19

5D. The Warnings on Watchfulness. The
Scriptures dealing with the Second Coming
of Christ for His Church contain clear and
careful warnings to God's people to be
ready. These warnings indicate that Christ's
coming for His Church will be sudden and
unexpected. Such warnings would be need
less if Christ's coming were to be after the
Tribulation! Anyone having the book of
the Revelation before him could count off
the judgments one by one and would know
certainly when to expect the Lord! But such
certainty as to time is not characteristic of
those who live before the Rapture. We do
have signs that indicate the nearness of the
Lord's return, but have nothing as specific
and definite as the events of the Tribulation
(See Matt. 24:15, 29-30; Rev. 6:12-16,
and all the events of Rev. following).

conclusively proves that the events of chapter
four following take place after the church
is raptured. Rev. 4-5 picture the Church in
heaven before the judgments of the sub
sequent chapters take place.

4B. The Tribulation Saints. In Rev. 7 there is clear
indication that a great host of believers will come
out of the great tribulation. Note the facts in this
chapter:

1C. At least 144,000 Jews will be saved during the
Tribulation (Rev. 7: 1-8). These Jews are called
"the servants of God." Probably they are the
preachers of the gospel of the Kingdom (Matt.

24: 14).
2C. An innumerable company of Gentiles will be
saved during the Tribulation (Rev. 7: 9-17).
1D. Note the geographical area from which these

6D. The Character of the Church's Hope. The
coming of Christ in Titus 2 : 13 is called "the
blessed hope." It is difficult to see how
anticipation of the horrors of the Tribulation
could be a "blessed" hope.

people come ( v. 9) . It may well be that the
144,000 servants of God will be the mis
sionaries of the tribulation period. If so they
will have compassed the earth in their zeal
for Christ!

7D. The Removal of the Church is a Necessity
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2D. Note their attire ( v.9). "White robes and

to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In the long interim from
the beginning of Gentile dominion to the present ( over
2500 years) world history has shaped up exactly as the
Word of God said it would. The following outline is a
brief sketch of these historic developments and of the
political events just ahead.

"palm; in their hands." This is descriptive
of Christians in glory.
3D. Note their song (v. 10). "Salvation to our
God ... and unto the Lamb." This is Gospel
terminology.

4D. Note their description (v. 14). They came

1B. The Four World Powers of Daniel. Some three
chapters in the prophecy of Daniel are prophetic
of the origin, development and culmination of the
Gentile nations ( ch. 2, 7, 11 :36ff.) In every crisis
of God's people He has been pleased to give the
comforting light of prophecy which explains to those
who are "wise" (Dan. 12: 10) the ultimate triumph
of God. (II Peter 1 : 19). So He does in Daniel's
day. Daniel 2 :31-45 is a complete picture of
Gentile world development. It is interesting to note
that every other prophetic picture of these develop
ments coincides with Daniel 2 !
1C. The Babylonian Kingdom (2:32, 38). This
kingdom and its king are represented by the
golden head of the image. Thus N ebuchadnez
zar is the beginning of Gentile dominion of the
Jew.
2C. The Medo-Persian Kingdom (2:32, 39; 11 :2).
This kingdom and its kings are represented by
the breast and arms of silver.
3C The Macedonian (Greek) Kingdom (2 :32,
39; 11 :2). Following the Persian rule came the
Macedonian rule under Alexander the Great.
This kingdom is represented in the image of Dan.
2 by the belly and thighs of brass.
4C. The Fourth world Kingdom (2 :33, 40-43;
7: 19-28). This kingdom is not named in Daniel

out of great tribulation, and they had washed
their robes in the blood of the Lamb!
3C. It seems that most of the tribulation saints will
give their lives for their faith. (Rev. 6 :9- 11 ;

7:14; 13:15-17; 20:4).

5B. The Place of the Church in the Millennium.

The
Bible does not give a detailed account of the rela
tionship of resurrected believers to the earth during
the millennial period. But we are told certain general
facts as listed below.

1C. The Church will return to earth with Christ when
He comes (Rev. 19:11-16; I Thess. 3:13).
2C. The Church will reign with Christ when He
comes (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:9; 20:4-6).

4A.

PROPHECY CONCERNING WROLD HISTORY. The Jewish
nation and their capital city, Jerusalem, have been under
the control of Gentile natiom since the Babylonian in
vasion of 586 B.C. It has only been in the last several
years that the Jews have once more come in possession
of their ancient homeland and are now acknowledged
as a separate nation.

This recent Jewish national development is the begin
Soon Jesus Christ the Jewish
ning of the end times
Messiah, will return. He will establish Israel in their own
land and will fulfill the Old Testament promises made
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as are the first three, but it is reasonable to
suppose that the kingdom that succeeded Greece
is meant, namely, Rome. This fourth kingdom
is represented by the legs of iron and the feet
and toes of iron and clay. and is by far the
most important kingdom of the four. The fourth
kingdom remains the dominant type of world
rule until the second coming of Christ (2 :34-35,
44-45), and includes yet supercedes the char
ateristics of the previous period ( Dan. 2 :44-45).
Analysis of the description of the fourth king
dom results in a number of observations:
1D. It will be a diverse kingdom (7:23). This
means that the fourth kingdom is different
from anything that had existed prior in
world government. This diversity is de
scribed in Dan. 2 and 7.

2D. It will be a destructive kingdom (2:40). The
Roman army was invincible during the Em
pire period. The symbol is indicative of the
fierce conflicts to rage in the end time, even
as our Lord said, "Nation shall rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom."
(Matt. 24:7).
3D. It will be a divided kingdom, yet exceed
ingly powerful ( v.41 ) . The picture seems
to present t.he idea that there will be one
kingdom, a world government, but this king
dom will consist of ten leading kingdoms
under the domination of one man, the Anti
christ (2:44; 7:24; Rev. 13:1).
4D. It will be a disintegrating kingdom (2 :4243). Iron and clay cannot adhere to form

anything permanent. The final form of
world government will indeed be temporary
in character.
5D. It will be a doomed kingdom (2 :44-45).
This is the fifth and final kingdom given
in Daniel's prophecy. At the end of Gentile
world-rule Christ will come to establish His
Kingdom which shall endure for a thousand
years on earth, and forever in the new
heavens and the new earth.
2B. The World's Last Great Dictator. An outline of
Bible prophecy would not be complete without a
brief study of the amazing personality of the end
times-the Antichrist. For a brief period this man
will exercise absolute dominion over the nations of
the earth (Rev. 13 : 7-8} . The Scriptures reveal
the following facts about this man.
1C. His varied names. The world's last dictator is
called "the man of sin" (II Thess. 2 :30) ; he
is called "the son of perdition" (II Thess.
2 :30); he is called "the lawless one" (II Thess.
2 :8). Daniel portrays the character of this in
famous person in Dan. 8 :23-25; 11 :36-45. In
Rev. 13: 1 he is called "the beast" typical of his
animal or bestial nature.
2C. His universal power (Rev. 13 :3-7). The
"beast" in this section is clearly a person who
exercises control over a ten-kingdom confeder
acy, and through this coalition dominion over
the whole earth.
3C. His satanic connections (Rev. 13 :4). The Anti
christ will be inspired and directed by Satan him
self ..
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4C. His ignominious defeat (Dan. 7 :21--22, 23--27;
11:45; II Thess. 2:8; Rev. 19:19-21). There
is no power can thwart the purposes of God or
defeat our glorious Christ. Antichrist arrays the
world against Christ and is defeated at
Armagedon (Rev. 16: 12-16).

Palestine is God Himself. The Almighty
will select this method of making an open
spectacle of Russia before the eyes of the
world. (38 :3,23). God is against Russia
because Russia is against God!

3D. The Major Motives of the Russian Invasion
( 38 : 12) . According to this verse Russia

3B. Russia and the East in the time of the end. There will

will invade Palestine for two reasons: 1)
"To take a spoil and to take a prey."
Palestine is the richest section of the world!
2) To attack and eliminate the Jews, the
people of God. We are not surprised to
find anti-Semitism coming out of Russia !
3C. The Russian Defeat (38: 17-39:20). When
Russia's vast armies are in Palestine God will
shake the world with a tremendous earthquake
(38: 19), so that mountains in Palestine will be
leveled. In utter panic and confusion the invaders
will turn on one another and slay one another.
Then will follow "pestilence and . . . an over-
flowing shower, and great hailstones, fire and
brimstone." (38:22). It will take the Jews seven
months or more to clear their land of bodies
and debris (39: 11--16).
4B. The Far East in the Time of the End. There is very
little doubt but that the WesternHemisphere nations
including the United States and Canada will be in
the great coalition of nations under the Antichrist.
Undoubtedly Britain will also be a member of this
confederacy. The future of Russia and the Near
East has been considered under another heading. It
remains now to see whether or not the Bible includes
the Far East, or Oriental peoples in the end-time
picture. There are two remarkable passages dealing

be two great invasions of Palestine in the end time.
The first is that of Russia, described in Ezek. 38-39.
The second is that of the Antichrist and his inter-
national army, defeated at Armagedon and described
in Dan. 2 :44-45; Rev. 16: 12-16; 19: 11-21). In
these days of Russian influence and Russian domination of Europe it is well for us to study what the
Bible says about this nation. From Ezek. 36--39 note
the following facts:

1C. The Restoration of the Jew in Palestine (36:2237 :28). Before the Russian invasion Palestine
will be peopled with multitudes of Jews who
will have inhabited the cities and built up the
land.

2C. The Russian Invasion of Palestine (38:1-16).
This amazing passage lists Russia's allies and
sets forth the motives in the invasion.
1D. Russia's allies ( vs. 5-6). These include
Persia, the Balkans (Gomer), Turkey (To
garmah), and "many peoples" (perhaps the
Oriental people over whom Russia is even
now gaining control). This amazing list
indicates the spread of Communism in the
last days.

2D. The Background of the Russian invasion
(v.3). The real cause of Russia's attack on
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with this subject, both of which are in the book of
Revelation. (Rev. 9: 13-21; 16: 12-16). These
passages depict that from the East huge masses of
soldiers will march westward toward the Holy Land.
These vast armies will come either as allies of Russia
in her invasion, or, on an independent invasion, set
on taking possession of the inestimable wealth of
Palestine.

1C.Note the geographical source of these invaders.
Rev. 9: 14-15 indicates that they come from the
region of the Euphrates River-the gateway be
tween the Mediterranean countries and the East.
Rev. 16: 12 tells us that these invaders come from
"the sunrising", i.e., from the lands of the rising
sun-fromthe East!

2C. Note the tremendous size of the invading host
(Rev. 9: 16). There will be 200 million soldiers!
No other section of the world than the East
could ever muster such an army as this! But
the Orient, with her teeming millions of people
could easily raise such an army !
3C. Note the use of cavalry (Rev. 9: 16-17). The
eastern armies and Russia are the only nations
still using cavalry as a regular part of their
modern military equipment. The Russians used
cavalry in the last war. The North Koreans
used cavalry in their invasion of South Korea!

Conclusion.

Again, we are forced to say-these are
wonderful, glorious days in which to be alive! Let us be wise
as we see the day of Christ's coming drawing near. Let us
search the Scriptures; let us maintain the fellowship of the
saints; let us keep in touch with Christ through prayer; let us
labor as best we can in the time yet remaining until He comes.
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